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From the beginning.

66 1 was in the church when through the door, a large dog appeared; it
came up, licked my arm and withdrew. Somewhat puzzled, 1 followed
and, passing between thick fuschias, came out on to the Rectory lawn.
The house was hot, silent and overgrown. The guttering was loose,

the paint almost entirely worn away. 99

So wrote Roger Gaunt, of one afternoon in the summer of 1957. The Rectory
had been unoccupied for some years. To the Diocese it was redundant and
beyond repair; to Roger Gaunt, it was magical and he had the vision to see
what it could become.

The following summer, having obtained permission from the Diocese to take
over the Rectory, Roger Gaunt organised working parties to restore the house
to some sort of habitable condition for holiday parties - youth groups,
university reading parties and clergy and their families. This involved far more
extensive work than had at first been realised, amounting to saving the
building which had been decaying for some years.

In August 1958, one of these working parties was heard singing madrigals
and motets in the garden, so the parish invited them to sing some motets at
Sung Eucharist. As a result, Canon Prior and Rebecca St John Manser invited
Roger Gaunt to hold a Festival of Music and Drama in the following year.
“Young man, that was very agreeable. You will do us a Festival here next year.
Iwill do the publicity - three concerts, | think -~ and all for a shilling. Good day
to you.”

And so it was, in 1959, that a Festival of Music and Drama was presented - a
violin sonata, some songs and motets and a play. The scale was modest. The
audience was small. It was a humble beginning but, over the next fifty years,
it was to flourish to become the Festival we know today.

St Endellion
Golden Jubilee Appeal

From modest beginnings fifty years ago, the St Endellion Easter and Summer
Festivals have grown and flourished to become one of the most important cultural
events in Cornwall and the South West.

As we embark upon a second half-century, we have a renewed vision of how the church, the
rectory, Glebe Farm and the church hall - the St Endellion ‘campus’- can become a centre
for fresh artistic and spiritual expression. The hope is not only to provide the music festivals.
with the outstanding home they deserve but to enable a year-round cycle of other festivals,
retreats and courses to make the unique charm and inspiration of the St Endellion
experience available to a much wider audience. To render that vision in bricks and mortar
we need to raise funds, which is why we are launching our Golden Jubilee Appeal.

We aim to raise £1.5million with the principal objectives being to:

Convert The Stone Barn to provide sleeping accommodation for young musicians and
youth groups

bl Convert The Old Dairy into a new adaptable space for rehearsals, workshops and
recordings

) Upgrade The Church Hall to provide a better kitchen, a universal access WC, a Parish
Office and storage facilities

d) Create a Bursary Fund to enable young people, who may not be able to afford the cost,

to participate in the Festivals and the other events which will be developed within the
Arts and Spirituality programme

The Golden Jubilee Appeal is your chance to help us build on the achievements of our first
half century and make the next fifty years more remarkable still. For further details about
the Appeal and tax-efficient giving, please go to our website: www.endellion.org.uk
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g Proposed

developments
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1) The Rectory Coach House

a) The Stone Barn

Designed to give sleeping accommodation for young musicians
throughout the Festivals and for other youth groups during the
remainder of the year. It will also indude a recreation room,
storage space, small kitchen, plus washing faciities for residents
and those camgping In the adjacent field.

b) The Church Hall
Currently serves both normal Parish use and, during the music
festivals, provides vital choral rehearsal space. The alterations

d) The Church Hall Garden

wark to make it i for the future, the appeal Indudes a
provision for funds to o towards s repal.

d) The Church Hall Garden
1t i proposed that the present Rectory garden wil be divided to

proposed indude an to the
garden (see llustration), the provision of a better kitcher,
universal access WC, a Parlsh Offlce and storage space for
shared use by the Parlsh and Festivals.

¢) The Rectory

One of the four orginal prebendal houses, vital to the church,
and with it providing the core of st Endellion. It had fallen on

hard times and was rescued from neglect 50 years ago by the
founders of the st Endelion Festival. Now in need of further

allow ity space to be directy accessible to the
church Hall.
) The Old Dairy

This will be rebuilt to have a farge and high adaptable space for
rehearsals, workshops and recordings. It will have a small
kitchen, toilet fadilities and smaller rooms which can be used
for practice or as bedrooms 5o that it could be let out as holiday
accommodation, It will have a small garden to the east and a
courtyard to the west with views of the Church tower.

1) The Barn Workshops

€) The Old Dairy

h) The New Blabe Garden

) Glebe Farmhouse

0) The Festival Tent

K) Trehaverock House
(In private ownership)

f) Glebe Farmhouse

To continue a5 the heart of the Festivals with the addition of 3
conservatory opening into its west garden. There is also a need
1o provide a back-door storage and refuse area hidden from
‘view. This will be corralled from the reduced car-parking space
‘which will be Iandsnaped and designed to be neat and easily
maintained.

@) The Festival Tent

Dining wil continue, at least for the time belng, In a temporary
marquee erected for the three weeks of the music festivaks and
for other occaslons as required.

a) The Stone Bam

h) The New Glebe Garden

Willbe designed to give protection from parking and will
provide both a pleasant outdoor space for the residents of the
farmhouse and link to the OId Dairy (e).

i) The Rectory Coach House
‘An ambition for the future will be to restore and extend this
dilapidated stone buikling to provide further accommodation for
use as a etreat house in conjunction with the other faciities of
the site. It opens into a magical walled garden. As and when
this buikling is brought into use it is proposed to bring in a new
drive across the north side of the ste to leave the Rectory
garden unencumbered.

environmental sensitivity as a high priority.
j) The Church

k) Trehaverock House
(in private ownership)

I) The Barn Workshops
(owned and let by NDO)



The Rt Rev Bill Ind,
hap of ur (1997 - 2008)

(44 | passionately want to protect what
St Endellion and its Festivals stand for.

| want this parish to be a kind of beacon. I want this
part of North Cornwall to be a place where the arts
are celebrated and explored, not just for their own
sake but because they are themselves a window of
transcendence through which we can glimpse, albeit
darkly, something of the mystery of God. 2

Richard Hickox, CBE
Music Director, St Endellion Festivals and Music Director of Opera Australia

There is a spirit in St Endellion Church, on which we all feed. The place is a magnet for
many of us as well as a refuge. The festival concerts are unique in blending professional
and amateur yet the place seems to raise us to musical heights we find difficult to repeat
anywhere else. Lovers of the Arts and anyone who appreciates the value of artistic
opportunity for the young must support this appeal. Together we can ensure that St
Endellion’s next fifty years are even more glorious than the last.”

Patrick Gale
Novelist and Chairman of the St Endellion Summer Festival

The St Endellion Festivals are the reason | moved to Cornwallin my twenties. Discreet,
unsponsored, idiosyncratic, they re as much a cornerstone of Cornish culture as the
Minack Theatre, Barbara Hepworth and the pasty. For musicians, they e glorious
busman’s holidays; a rare chance to rediscover the joys of making music with friends and
family in a space whose sacred intimacy allows for an intensity of performance few
concert halls or opera houses can match. For the audience, they are artistic feasts.”

Fr John May
Priest-in-charge, st Endellion

My first experience of a St Endellion festival, last summer, was glorious: the music, the
sheer bustle of Life about the place, the sense of mystery and beauty opening up on holy.
ground as if the gates of heaven were open. No wonder peaple come back again and
again. | eagerly await this year's festivals and to seeing you all again, and to working with
you in the hope that the future is every bit as exciting as the past.”

“Cornubia, Land of the Saints’ by John Miller
spredcad by i i e G o T Ctr (
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Fastering the arts and spirituality

Mark Padmore
Tenor

“1first came to St Endellion in 1983, 2 year after Ihad hmsrc
essentials were the same then as now ~ great m
performed with lashings of énthusiasm. If | ever need inspira
to the beautiful church and soul- gnnchmg F’esl wsb‘

The Lady Mary Holborow

Lord Lieutenant of Comwall

‘As Lord Lieutenant | would like to offer my cong il SHAMIMRA o

on reaching such an important milestone. Over the years | have seen what an impact
have had on the county, particularly North Cornwall, with the marvellous music th
bring here. We all greatly look forward to Festivals at Easter and in the summeﬁ}
Bills vision s a bold and compelling one and | wish ll concérngdevery suc
Golden Jubilee Appeal.”

Andrew Watkinson
Leader, Endellion Sring Quartet

was at St Endellion momﬁan znwhe’rglrm discovered the joy é
performing music. The atm ﬁm"ﬁ
time seems to expand to lece S
y of communication. By @m
enough o aks abiof tmosphere with o
the wnrkd back to StEmlélﬁ(
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€6...indeed the Church gives the impression that it goes on

praying day and night whether there are people or not.

John Betjeman, Collins Guide to English Parish Churches, 1958

www.endellion.org.uk
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